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Acute Hypersensitivity Reaction Algorithm

Severe Anaphylaxis
IV epinephrine CRI

targeting MAP 70 mm Hg

Moderate
Anaphylaxis
Epinephrine 

0.01 mg/kg IM

Severe Respiratory 
Distress?

Yes No

Unlikely to be hypersensitivity reaction
Yes No

Collapse or Hypotension?

H1 Receptor 
Antagonist

Yes No

Both Peracute Onset Clinical Signs and Known or Possible Antigen Exposure?

Multiple Episodes of Vomiting or Diarrhea?

 Respiratory Effort or  Stridor or  Wheezing?

Tachycardia or Pallor?

Add Total Points:

+1

+1

0

+1

0 points 1 – 3 points

With cutaneous signsNo cutaneous signs

Unlikely to be 
hypersensitivity reaction

Possible anaphylaxis, 
especially with other 
supporting findings*

*Supporting findings:
• Prior allergic or anaphylactic 

events
• Physical search for stinger
• Point-of-Care Ultrasound: 

- Gallbladder wall edema
- Otherwise unexplained 

peritoneal effusion
• Peritoneal effusion sampling:

- Otherwise unexplained 
hemoabdomen

Uncomplicated
 Allergic Reaction

Anaphylaxis

0 points1 – 3 points

YesNo

0

0


